Eleventh and Twelfth grade Sociology: Culture

Unit Outline

Culture: “The learned norms, values, knowledge, artifact, language and symbols that are constantly communicated among people who share a common way of life”


Our beliefs about what is important and shapes our interpretations about what events mean



-Historical events, Historiography: Cold War, Vietnam, Iraq, WWII



-Controls our point of view, memories




-eg:  love, Gone with the Wind style vs control of emotions in Japan




        social class, generations (“baby boomers” to Gen X and Why)




        pop-culture:  Elvis to Beatles, intermarriage 

I   Material and Non-Material Culture

      A  Material Culture


-Physical Objects, What people make -  things we can touch (concrete)



eg: “private property”   - p.o.v: Native Americans and treaties, walking purchase

       B  Non-Material


-values, norms, knowledge, language, institutions -  things we just know and do (abstract)   



eg:  Democracy, religion, 




- individualism   (cars)

1. Values



-“A general idea that people share about what is good and bad, desirable or undesirable




eg:  competition, individualism, success, materialism, racism




-apply different values in different situations





-pressure for change: civil rights movement





-slavery (What They Fought For)

   
2.  Norms



-“A specific guideline for action, how people should behave in certain situations”




-eg:  customs




-learned implicitly, from being brought up in that culture





eg:  Saudi Arabian girl in U.S.





eg:  Roles of Women, raising your hand



-Folkways:  Everyday habits and conventions



-If violated, labeled but still belong




eg:  tattoos, body piercing, “Bikers”



-Mores:  norms that are considered vital



-Intense reaction 




eg: incest, cannibalism



-Formalized into laws (Rules enacted by a political body and enforced by the power of the state.)

      C  Symbols


-“Objects, gestures, sounds or images that represent something other than themselves.”



eg:  American Flag


-Matter of tradition and consensus (arbitrary)



-“OK” sign in Brazil = middle finger


-To align the reaction to symbols with each other requires similar understandings of their world.

      D  Language


-“A system of verbal and written symbols to convey meaning.”



-development, transmission of culture



-formulates complex plans and ideas



-structure (slang - snowboarding and the Olympics)




-social understanding (formal usage when learning a second language



-8 major languages (map on p.60), but thousands of dialects and smaller languages




-eg: Mandarin Chinese, Caribbean Spanish (Dominican vs Florida vs Mexico vs P.R.


-Social marker: “Any pattern of behavior that provides indications about who people are, what gropups they belong to and what their understanding of a situation is.


-Social structure  (“When in Rome, do what the Roman’s do”)



-identity in language (“ebonics”, Southern drawl, Massachusetts, CA accent? Do you hear it?)



-social classes:  Many different ethnic groups of higher social class have more in common with each other than with members of the same ethnic group of a different social class (Phoebe)




-School achievement discrepancies between white and minority ethnic groups diminish if they are on the same SES level 

National Lampoon’s European Vacation
      G  Knowledge


-“A body of facts, beliefs and practical skills that accumulate over time.



-content knowledge, procedural knowledge  (“book” smart)



-practical knowledge (common sense)

II  Cultural Integration and Diversity


--Euro-centric History (Transcontinental RR and explorers)



-Assimilation:  to adopt the dominant culture vs diversify (how to balance?)




-Halloween


--How is our culture changing with immigration?  (values, dominant language, religion)

      A  Cultural Integration


-“Degree to which a culture is functionally integrated



-Polish traditions (Wigilia, Easter)



-Colonialism, Native Americans, Africa



-Japan: Homogeneous society (Garbage men)



-“Fillipino Catholicism”: Catholic teachings were taught in the language of the missionaries and Natives adapted those ideas into their own belief systems.




-eg: prayed to rosary and ancestor worship; Worshiped the saints, sun, moon, wind, fire and God at the same time.

      B  Cultural Diversity and Subcultures


1.  Resistance to assimilation



-forced segregation (S. African apartheid, U.S. South)

-volunteer segregation (“barrios”, “Little Italy”, “Chinatown”)

-resistance culture:  Group values and beliefs about refusing to adopt the behavior and attitudes of the majority culture


-eg: getting good grades is “selling out” 

-Afr. American dilemma: urban Black culture vs making it in the “white” world


2. Subculture: culture of a minority group



-power:  What makes the majority/dominant culture powerful?)



-“Hispanics” - Puerto Ricans not the same as Dominicans, Cubans, Mexicans



-Deviant: opposes norm culture; de-identify




eg:  Nirvana, Pearl Jam in early 90’s ( punk; Elvis ( The Beatles (always answered)

       Hitler Youth (Edelweiss Pirates and “swing kids”; “hippies” (counterculture)

3.  Ethnic Subculture: The Case of Hispanics


-Emphasis on obligation, loyalty and respect for family (Collectivist)


-Extended family, personal contact, spiritual


-least assimilated (keeps distinct culture, remain close to home country)



-Think of American culture and what we value - why does this cause problems?  

4.  Adolescent Culture


-not prominent until the 1950’s - 1960’s



-due to change in attitude toward life, future, children (WWII)




“doting” parents vs children work for family



-move to suburbs, city: no more “little adults” of farms


-Not all cultures have an adolescent subculture



-“Adults in training”, “adult apprentices”

5.  College students (AIM, REM, Berkeley)

      C  Ethnocentrism and Cultural Relativism


1.  Ethnocentrism: “A tendency to view one’s own cultural patterns as good and right and those of others as strange or even immoral.”
**Ingrained in all people

      -Can lead to feelings of superiority:  Imperialism (“Our duty to impose our culture on others.”)



-“Heathens” of N. and S. America (Columbus, Conquistadores, Missionaries, Jesuits, Puritains)



-“Little Brown Brothers” (Social Darwinism, Paternalism, “top-down strategy”)



- Hawaii



-Colonialism, Africa (Chinua Achebe: Things Fall Apart)


-Japan’s race to Industrialize


     -Prejudice: “A rigid and irrational generalization about an entire category of people” 



-can be positive or negative


      -stereotype: “A schema that organizes knowledge or perceptions about a category”



-can lead to a stereotype threat:  “an apprehensiveness about confirming a stereotype:




-an extra emotional and cognitive burden when in a situation where a stereoptype may apply. (eg: girls in math) 

2.  Cultural Relativism


-“Consider the elements of culture on their own terms”, How it looks to “them”


-“Any element of culture is meaningful in relation to a particular time, place, and set of circumstances”, to analyze a particular element from within the context of that culture’s norms, values.


-Understanding history IN CONTEXT (“Were the explorers really heroes? Was Lincoln really the “Great Emancipator”?  “Was the American Revolution just a product of the Enlightenment?”)

II The Production of Culture


-The Edsel?  Italian Fashions, Furby’s, Cabbage Patch Doll (What makes some things stick, others not?)


-Changes over time (Pictures); Garbage Pail Kids

      1.  “Gatekeepers” of Culture:  Art Galleries - “What the heck is that supposed to be????”





       Film Critics - “Are you nuts? That movie was awesome!”





       Celebrities at the Oscars - $4,000 for a dress that hold 2 sq. ft. of material









-Ralph Lauren sweater on the Today Show for $120



-“The Emperor’s New Clothes”

III  Culture and the Media


-Constant Change
****TELEVISION *****



-Super Bowl commercials for millions


-Language: Sheer enormity of the task of developing a language



-printing press and the internet: spread of ideas, transformed culture


-News Broadcast: How are you influenced by what they don’t tell you?



-History’s importance



-political debates: “showmanship” (Little House)

IV  The Internationalization of Culture

      A Globalization


1.  Disney, BBC News, McDonalds, tacos


2.  Japanese and homogeneous culture


3.  China and the Olympics


***Muslim reaction to Mohammed cartoons


The Question of Hu

