Sociology:  Social Structure

Gender Stereotypes: Reflective Essay

Your assignment is to write a reflective essay that includes any situation where you have felt forced to abide by a stereotype or forced someone else to, in order to avoid being ridiculed or perceived as not a man or a woman.  How did you handle it and what were the consequences?  How could you have handled the situation to protect your own individuality? 

Be sure to include the following:
-What was the situation?  

-What stereotype were you forced to adopt or did you force someone else to adopt?

-What were the emotions you were feeling?

-What did you opt to do and what were the consequences?

-What did you need in your situation?  What did you actually have or do?

-How could you have handled this better in order to protect your individuality?

-What makes stereotypes so powerful and what do you think it would take to stop them?  

On the back is how I intend to grade your essay
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	CATEGORY 
	4 - Above Standards 
	3 - Meets Standards 
	2 - Approaching Standards 
	1 - Below Standards 
	Score 

	Sentence Structure 
	All sentences are well-constructed with varied structure. 
	Most sentences are well-constructed and there is some varied sentence structure in the essay. 
	Most sentences are well constructed, but there is no variation is structure. 
	Most sentences are not well-constructed or varied. 
	  

	Grammar & Spelling 
	Author makes no errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 
	Author makes 1-2 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 
	Author makes 3-4 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 
	Author makes more than 4 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 
	  

	Capitalization & Punctuation 
	Author makes no errors in capitalization or punctuation, so the essay is exceptionally easy to read. 
	Author makes 1-2 errors in capitalization or punctuation, but the essay is still easy to read. 
	Author makes a few errors in capitalization and/or punctuation that catch the reader's attention and interrupt the flow. 
	Author makes several errors in capitalization and/or punctuation that catch the reader's attention and interrupt the flow. 
	  

	Elements 
	More than the required Elements are included; Author has added more information than the required questions. 
	All of the required elements are included; author has addressed all the questions. 
	One to three answers to the questions were missing. 
	More than three answers were missing. 
	  

	Thoughtfulness 
	Student has included incredibly insightful and thoughtful commentary on his/her life experience and has really put themselves into the assignment so that the instructor could empathize with him/her. 
	Student has adequately put themselves into the assignment, sufficiently describing their thoughts and concerns so the instructor could sympathize. 
	Student has described the episode, but has only offered enough insight to address the requirement. 
	Student has described the incident or episode but has not allowed any insight into their thought processes. 
	  


