NAME: ________________________________________________ 
Primary Source Checklist

In order to make sense of documents and other sources, there are certain questions you need to ask in order to evaluate the reliability and the value of each source.  This worksheet is designed to help you do that.  As future historians, I just know this process will become second nature to you as we progress!  Seriously, this is something you always should do with everyday things like news broadcasts, books and newspapers you read, even your textbook.  To question something is to gain a clearer picture of what is happening.

Fill out the following as best you can:
Who?

Who is writing the document?  What position are they in?  What do they have to do with the situation? Who is the audience?
What?

What is the context? (What is going on at the time?) For what occasion is it written?  What, if anything is left unanswered?
When?

When was this document written?   
Where?

Where is it written? If it is a speech, where was it given? If it is an article, which paper and for what audience?

Why?

Why do you think this document was written?  What is its purpose?
